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When you were trying to figure out what to buy for the environmentalist on your holiday list,
fur probably didn’t cross your mind. But some ecologists and fashion (i %% )enthusiasts are trying
to bring back the market for fur made from nutria( 3 i),

Unusual fashion shows in New Orleans and Brooklyn have showcased nutria fur made into
clothes in ditferent styles. “It sounds crazy to talk about guilt-free fur-unless you understand that
the nutria “are ‘destroying vast wetlands every year”, says Cree McCree, project director of
Righteous Fur.

Scientists in Louisiana were so concerned that they decided to pay hunters $5 a tail. Some of
the fur ends up in the fashion shows like the one in Brooklyn last month.

Nutria were brought there from Argentina by fur farmers and let go into the wild: “The
ecosystem down there can’t handle this non-native species(#)#).It’s destroying the environment.
It’s them or us.” says Michael Massimi, an expert in this field.

The fur trade kept nutria check for decades, but when the market for nutria collapsed in the
late 1980s, the cat-sized animals multiplied like crazy.

Biologist Edmond Mouton runs. the nutria control program for Louisiana. He says it’s not

easy to convince people that nutria fur is green, but he has no doubt about it. Hunters bring in



more than 300,000 nutria tails a year, so part of Mouton’s job these days is trying to promote fur.

Then there’s Righteous Fur and its unusual fashion. Morgan says, “To give people a guilt-free
option that they can wear without someone throwing-paint on them-I think that’s going to be a
massive thing, at least here in New York.” Designer Jennifer Anderson admits it took her a while
to come around to the opinion that using nutria fur for her creations is morally acceptable. She
trying to come up with a lable to attach to nutria fashions to show it is eco-friendly.

31. What can'we infer about wearing fur in New York according to Morgan?

A. It’sformal. B. It’s risky.

C. It’s harmful, D. 1It’s traditional.
[%5%]1B
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[Passage 1] (2020 4=[EAE101 C)

With the young unable to afford to leave home and the old at risk of isolation( fll J#! ), more
families are choosing to live together.

The doorway to peace and quiet, for Nick Bright at least, leads straight to his mother-in-law,
she lives on the ground floor, while he lives upstairs with his wife and their two daughters.

Four years ago they all moved into a three-storey Victorian house in Bristol - one of a
growing number of multigenerational families in the UK living together under the same roof.
They share a front door and a washing machine, but Rita Whitehead has her own kitchen,
bathroom, bedroom and living room on the ground floor.

“We floated the idea to my mum of sharing at a house,” says Kathryn Whitehead. Rita cuts in:
“We spoke more with Nick because I think it’s a big thing for Nick to live with his
mother-in-law.”

And what does Nick think? “From my standpoint, it all seems to work very well. Would I
recommend it? Yes, I think I would.”

It’s hard to tell exactly how many people agree with him;-but research indicates that the
numbers have been rising for some time. Official reports suggest that the number of households
with three generations living together had risen from 325,000 in 2002 to 419,000 in 2013.

Other varieties of multigenerational family are more common. Some people live with their

elderly parents, many more adult children are returning to the family home, if they ever left. It is



said that about 20% of 25-34-year-olds live with their parents, compared with 16% in 1991.The
total number of all multigenerational households in Britain is thought to be about 1.8 million.

Stories like that are more common in parts of the-world where multigenerational living is
more firmly rooted. In India, particularly outside cities, young women are expected to move in
with their husband’s family when they get married.

29. What is Nick’s attitude towards sharing the house with his mother-in -law?
A Positive. B. Careftree. C. Tolerant. D.
Unwilling.
[EE]1A
[Passage 2] (2023 &=HE#% %)

Living in lowa and trying to become a photographer specializing in landscape (L) can be
quite a challenge, mainly because the corn state lacks geographical variation.

Although landscapes in the Midwest tend to be quite similar, either farm fields or highways,
sometimes I find distinctive character in the hills or lakes: To make some of my landscape shots, I
have traveled up to four hours away to shoot within a'10-minute time frame. I tend to travel with a
few of my friends to state parks or to the countryside to go on adventures and take photos along
the way.

Being at the right place at the right time is decisive in any style of photography. I often leave
early to seek the right destinations so I can set up early to avoid missing the moment I am
attempting to photograph. I have missed plenty of beautiful sunsets/sunrises due to being on the
spot only five minutes before the best moment.

One time my friends and I drove three hours to Devil’s Lake, Wisconsin, to climb the purple
quartz (45 %¢) rock around the lake. After we found a crazy-looking road that hung over a bunch of
rocks, we decided to photograph the scene at sunset. The position enabled us to, look over the lake
with the sunset in the background. We managed to leave this spot to_climb higher because of the
spare time until sunset. However, we did not mark the route (##&)so we ended up almost missing
the sunset entirely. Once we found the place, it was stressful getting lights and cameras set up in
the limited time. Still, looking back on the photos, they are some of my best shots though they
could have been so much better if I would have been prepared and managed my time wisely.

26. What can we infer from:the author’s trip with friends to Devil’s Lake?



A. They went crazy with the purple quartz rock.

B. They felt stressed while waiting for the sunset.

C. They reached the shooting spot later than expected.

D. They had problems with their equipment.
[F%]1C

[Passage 3] (20215 %14 D)

Popularization has in some cases changed the original meaning of emotional (1 /2 [1])
intellingence. Many people now misunderstand emotional intelligence as almost everything
desirable in a person's makeup that cannot be measured by an IQ test, such as character,
motivation, confidence, mental stability, optimism and “people skills.” Research has shown that
emotional skills may contribute to some of these qualities, but most of them move. far ‘beyond
skill-based emotional intelligence.

We prefer to describe emotional intelligence as a specific set of skills that can be used for
either good or bad purposes. The ability to accurately understand how others are feeling may be
used by a doctor to find how best to help her patients, while a cheater might use it to control
potential victims. Being emotionally intelligent does not necessarily make one a moral person.

Although popular beliefs regarding emotional intelligence run far ahead of what research can
reasonably support, the overall effects of the publicity have been more beneficial than harmful.
The most positive aspect of this popularization is a new and much needed emphasis ( 2 ) on
emotion by employers, educators and others interested in promoting social well-being. The
popularization of emotional intelligence has helped both the public and researchers re-evaluate the
functionality of emotions and how they serve people adaptively in everyday life.

Although the continuing popular appeal of emotional intelligence is desirable, we hope that
such attention will excite a greater interest in the scientific and scholarly study of emotion. It is
our hope that in coming decades, advances in science will offer new ‘perspectives (4 i) from
which to study how people manage their lives. Emotional intelligence, with its focus on both head
and heart, may serve to point us in the right direction.

34. What is the author’s attitude to the popularization of emotional intelligence?
A. Favorable. B. Intolerant.

C. Doubtful. D. Unclear.
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[Passage 4] (2021 =HH % B)

Port Lympne Reserve, which runs a breeding (% &) programme, has welcomed the arrival of
a rare black rhino calf (& 44/ ). When the tiny creature arrived on January 31, she became the
40th black rhino to be born at the reserve. And officials at Port Lympne were delighted with the
new arrival, especially as black rhinos are known for being difficult to breed in captivity ( & 77).

Paul Beer, head of rhino section at Port Lympne, said: “Obviously we're all absolutely
delightedto welcome

another calf to our black rhino family. She's healthy, strong and already eager to play and
explore. Her mother, Solio, is a first-time mum and she is doing a fantastic job. It's still a little too
cold for them to go out into the open, but as soon as the weather warms up, | have no doubt that
the little one will be out and about exploring and playing every day.”

The adorable female calf is the second black rhino born this year at the reserve, but it is too
early to tell if the calves will make good candidates to be returned to protected areas of the wild.
The first rhino to be born at Port Lympne arrived, on January 5 to first-time mother Kisima and
weighed about 32kg. His mother, grandmother and great grandmother were all born at the reserve
and still live there.

According to the World Wildlife Fund, the global black rhino population has dropped as low
as 5500, giving the rhinos a “critically endangered” status.

7. What can be inferred about Porn Lympne Reserve?

A. The rhino section will be open to the public.

B. It aims to control the number of the animals.

C. It will continue to work with the World Wildlife Fund.

D. Some of its rhinos may be sent to the protected wild areas.
[%%1D

[Passage 5] (2021 @ #F@mE1H C)

When the explorers first set foot upon the continent of North America, the skies and lands
were alive with an astonishing variety of wildlife. Native Americans had taken care of these
precious natural resources, wisely. Unfortunately, it took the explorers and the settlers who

followed only a few decades to decimate a large part of these resources. Millions of waterfowl



( 7K & ) were killed at the hands of market hunters and a handful of overly ambitious sportsmen,
Millions of acres of wetlands were dried to feed and house the ever-increasing populations, greatly
reducing waterfowl habitat.

In 1934, with the passage of the Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp Act (Act), an increasingly
concerned nation took firm action to stop the destruction of migratory ( il % [1J) waterfowl and
the wetlands so vital to their survival. Under this Act, all waterfowl hunters 16 years of age and
over must annually purchase and carry a Federal Duck Stamp. The very first Federal Duck Stamp
was designed by J.N. “Ding” Darling, a political cartoonist from Des Moines, lowa, who at that
time was appointed by President Franklin Roosevelt as Director of the Bureau of Biological
Survey. Hunters willingly pay the stamp price to ensure the survival of our natural resources.

About 98 cents of every duck stamp dollar goes directly into the Migratory Bird
Conservation Fund to purchase wetlands and wildlife habitat for inclusion into-the National
Wildlife Refuge System — a fact that ensures this land will be protected and available for all
generations to come. Since 1934, better than half a billion dollars has gone into that Fund to
purchase more than 5 million acres of habitat. Little wonder the Federal Duck Stamp Program has
been called one of the most successful conservation programs ever initiated 291.

30. What is a direct result of the Act-passed in 19347

A. The stamp price has gone down. B. The migratory birds have flown away.
C. The hunters have stopped hunting. D. The government has collected money.
[#%1D
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As we age, even if we’re healthy, the heart just isn’t as efficient in processing oxygen as it
used to be. In most people the first signs show up in their 50s or early 60s. And among people who
don’t exercise, the changes can start even sooner.

“Think of a rubber band. In the beginning, it is flexible, but put it in'a drawer for 20 years
and it will become dry and easily broken,” says Dr. Ben Levine, a-heart specialist at the University
of Texas. That’s what happens to the heart. Fortunately for those in midlife, Levine is finding that
even if you haven’t been an enthusiastic exerciser, getting in shape now may help improve your
aging heart.

Levine and his research team selected volunteers aged between 45 and 64 who did not



exercise much but were otherwise healthy. Participants were randemly divided into two groups.
The first group participated in a program of nonaerobic ( JG %) exercise—balance training and
weight training—three times a week. The second group-did high-intensity aerobic exercise under
the guidance of a trainer for four or more days a week. After two vears, the second group saw
remarkable improvements inheart health.

“We took these 50-year-old hearts and turned the clock back to 30-or 35-year-old hearts,”
says Levine. “And the reason they got so much stronger and fitter was that their hearts could now
fill a lot-better and pump (#£i%) a lot more blood during exercise.” But the hearts of those who
participated in less intense exercise didn’t change, he says.

“The sweet spot in life to start exercising, if you haven’t already, is in late middle age when
the heart still has flexibility,” Levine says. “We put healthy 70-year-olds through a yearlong
exercise training program, and nothing happened to them at all.”

Dr. Nieca Goldberg, a spokeswoman for the American Heart Association, says Levine’s
findings are a great start. But the study was small and needs to be repeated with far larger groups
of people to determine exactly which aspects of an exercise routine make the biggest difference.
15. What does Dr. Nieca Goldberg suggest?

A. Making use of the findings. B. Interviewing the study participants.

C. Conducting further research. D. Claritying the purpose of the study.
[%%]1C



